Ted Shapiro, Bio 138, Environmental Organizations Review Assignment. 


Of the various (mostly) environmental organizations presented by my classmates, my 
favorite three are The Wilderness Society, Friends of The Earth, and Public Citizen. | 
understand that public citizen is not technically an environmental organization, but its activities 


have benefitted the environment significantly. 


| appreciate The Wilderness Society, because | enjoy wilderness, and since its founding 
in the 1930’s The Wilderness Society has done so much to protect wilderness. Indeed, The 
Wilderness Society is probably the main reason that we even have federally designated 
wilderness. | have hiked portions of the Appalachian Trail, and | understand that one of the 
founders of The Wilderness Society, Benton MacKaye, was instrumental in creating it. When | 
lived in Missoula Montana, | used to ride my mountain bike out to the boundary of the 
wilderness area, leave my bike, and hike in. This was something that | really enjoyed, and for 
the existence of this, and all federally designated wilderness areas, | have The Wilderness 


Society to thank. 


The Wilderness Society gets its work done by collaborating with local communities and 
lobbying government for wilderness protection. The Wilderness act was written by Howard 
Zahniser, a former executive director of The Wilderness Society, and passed by Congress in 
1964. This act laid the foundation for federally designated wilderness areas, which today 
includes over 109 million acres. The Wilderness Society also played a major role in the passage 


of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, the National Trails System Act, also in 1968, and the 


California Desert Protection Act of 1994, to name a few. The Wilderness Society has total 
annual revenue of about thirty million dollars which it gets primarily from contributions, gifts, 
and grants. Charity Navigator gives it an overall rating of 89.71 percent, a financial rating of 


85.77 percent, and an accountability and transparency ration of 97 percent. 


Friends of The Earth appeals to me because of their full spectrum approach to 
environmentalism and because of their zeal and commitment. | appreciate the fact that they 
are a Social justice organization as well as an environmental organization, and in recognition of 
this | decided to coin the term ‘human environmentalism’ for social justice, because after all, for 
environmentalism to be effective, we need social justice. | also appreciate their broad-spectrum 


approach to environmentalism, including agriculture, energy, water, air, and land protection. 


Friends of The Earth now actually consists of many organizations, but was originally a 
single organization founded in 1969 in San Francisco by David Brower, Donald Aitken and Gary 
Soucie, after Brower's split with the Sierra Club. Today, Friends of The Earth consists of an 
international network of organizations, representing various nationalities all over the world. So, 
Friends of The Earth doesn’t just operate all over the world, it has chapters all over the world. 
Friends of The Earth is working to reform the economic and financial systems, promote organic 
farming, renewable energy, and social justice, as well as to protect forests, and oppose nuclear 
power, GMO’s and the fossil fuel industry. Friends of The Earth is working to create “a more 
healthy and just world.” According to Charity Navigator, Friends of The Earth takes in about 


12,400,000 dollars annually, about 85 percent from contributions, gifts, and grants, and about 


15 percent from membership dues. According to Charity Navigator, the Friends of The Earth 
expenditures breakdown is about eighty percent for programs, eleven percent for fundraising, 
and nine percent administrative. Charity Navigator gives Friends of The Earth an overall score of 
94.64 percent, a financial score of 97.12 percent, and an accountability and transparency score 


of 93 percent. 


Public Citizen appeals to me because of their dogged dedication and their effectiveness 
in improving the environment. Although Public Citizen is focused on improving things for 
humans, it turns out that many other creatures are also helped by the efforts of Public Citizen. 
When Public Citizen works to ban a toxic pesticide, humans benefit, but so do many other 
creatures. When Public Citizen works to rein in the nuclear industry, humans benefit, but so do 


many other life forms. 


Public Citizen works to promote the interests of the citizenry through advocacy, 
lobbying, and litigation. | understand that Public Citizen has been in front of the supreme court 
more than sixty times. | believe that Public Citizen was instrumental in bringing down the 
nuclear power industry in this country. Public Citizen held BP responsible for the Deep Water 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Public Citizen was instrumental in stopping the TPP, 
which might have gutted our nation’s environmental protections. Public Citizen was founded by 
Ralph Nader in 1971, but he is no longer associated with the organization. | understand that 


Public Citizen does not accept money from corporations or government. | believe that the 


organization’s funding comes from dues and contributions from its members and supporters, as 


well as from foundation grants and the sale of publications. 


